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ECOFA was founded to provide information to the members and the general public about multiple 
use management of forestland 
 
January 3, 2018 ECOFA Board Meeting was 
opened by Vice President John Quimby, in the 
absence of President Kathy Myers, due to 
surgery.  Other officers present were Alan 
Walter, Rob Davis, Chuck Frink, Ken Rink, 
Patsy Schmuki, substituting for secretary Linda 
Sims, along with Service Foresters Jeremy 
Scherf and Ryan Clester, and also Levi Arnold 
of Guernsey SWCD.   Jeremy updated the 
officers on the status of the Camp Canopy ad for 
forestry camp in the Country Living (Rural 
Electric Coop) Magazine. Jeremy said that OFA 
is looking to use the same type of ad in other 
magazines.  Camp Canopy’s info is available at 
www.campcanopy.com.   The camp can also be 
found on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram and 
Snapchat . 
  Alan motioned for John to contact Walt 
Sturgeon ( the mushroom guru) to hold a field 
day through ECOFA.  He charges $150 for a 
field day.  Chuck seconded the motion. John is  
to set that upon a Saturday ..  Another field day 
that was discussed was to Tom Cushing’s timber 
frame home.  Dan Kidd( who brought in the 
eagle carving a few months ago) is a chainsaw 
carver and lives close to Tom, so John will see 
about setting up those two on the same day.  
Chuck brought up the idea of a chainsaw safety 
day.  After some discussion, Jeremy will check 
with OFA sponsoring the instructor. 
ECOFA Public Meeting came to order at 
7:00PM with Vice President John Quimby 
leading the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.  
Alan gave the Treasurer’s Report and stated that 
membership dues are still coming in.  This past 
month, $500 came in for dues and $400 for OFA 
Camp sponsorship, from one of our members.  
There are still calendars available to paid 
members.  John told the group of the Board’s 

discussion of the mushroom field day and the 
chainsaw safety course..  There is a definite 
interest throughout the group for both.     
Jeremy Scherf will be checking on the chainsaw 
safety.  He also explained the name change to 
Camp Canopy: OFA hired a marketing firm and 
they put together a focus group of teenagers.  
“Ohio Forestry and Wildlife Conservation 
Camp” was found to not grab their attention as 
much as a shorter version, “Camp Canopy”.  
Among the professionals, everything involved 
with the forest comes back to the “canopy” of the 
forest.  This title caught the kids’ attention and 
made them ask “What’s that?”  The new website 
is tied into all the teenage social media, so that 
when information is posted on one site, it goes to 
all of them, thus keeping the kids up to date on 
camp information.   
Levi Arnold of Guernsey SWCD has taken on 
new job responsibilities as the district program 
administrator, as well as his Wildlife Specialist 
duties. March 15 is the deadline to order tree 
seedlings.   Billy Wilson of the Harrison 
SWCD suggests that you call or visit their 
website, for details on their upcoming events:  
January 30th, Grazing Workshop, Cadiz Library; 
February 13, Wildlife Workshop, fairgrounds; 
March 13th, Pond Clinic, Library (These are 
evening meetings.)  Their tree sale is going on, 
and he is excited to have Chinese chestnut 
seedlings from the Empire Chestnut Farm in 
their packet.  Katelyn Valdinger of the Carroll 
SWCD stated that their office partners with 
Harrison County SWCD for their tree sales.  
They also partner with OSU-Extension on a 
series of meetings called “Backyard 
Homesteading”.  Their February 8th meeting 
topics include How to Make Maple Syrup, 
Maple Tree ID, and Tapping Your Own Trees.  

The board meets at 6:00PM and the general meeting is at 7:00Pm.on Feb 7th, 2018.  
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This will be held at the Carroll County 
Friendship Center, Carrollton from 6PM to 8PM.   
Randy Clum informed the group that Donna 
Lange passed away recently. She and her 
husband Walt were 2010 Ohio Tree Farmers of 
the Year, and were very involved with OFA.  
Soren Eriksson also recently passed away.   
Who is going to replace us as caretakers of 
private woodlands?  In the next generation, who 
will take up this passion we have for the trees?  
Quimby spoke for the group when he said he 
was honored to introduce Colton Frink, 
tonight’s speaker…past OFA camp participant, 
current WVU Forest Resource Management 
student, son of ECOFA members Chuck and 
Heather Frink…as one of those to “take up the 
torch”.   Career Pathways in Forestry:  Colton 
has gained a lot of work experience through 
WVU, with the guidance from his advisor Dave 
McGill.  McGill is the equivalent of Dave 
Aspley (OSU-Ext), but in West Virginia.   He 
has assisted with the National 4-H Forestry 
Competition, worked with Muskingum 
Watershed Conservancy District on a 5 year 
forestry inventory, as well as 300+acres of TSI 
and marking and monitoring timber harvests.  
Colton emphasized that networking is very 
important in obtaining work experience.  While 
at Clum’s Tree Farm Tour, he spoke to someone 
who directed him to Fernwood State Forest 
(Jefferson County), with ODNR, Division of 
Forestry.  Here, he worked on mine reclamation.  
He then worked at Jockey Hollow Wildlife Area 
(near Cadiz), on 130+acres of grapevine 
control…in 6 degree weather…preparing for an 
upcoming harvest.  A question from the audience 
wanted to know when he did all this?  Frink 
shrugged and said classes aren’t every day, and 
he has been working through his Christmas 
break.  (Dedication…hope for the future!)  What 
got him here, working and taking WVU classes 
in Forest Resource Management?  First and 
foremost working on their family tree farm and  
feeling the satisfaction of working hard all day 
and seeing how his efforts made a difference in 
the woods.  Colton had attended ECOFA 
meetings with his dad, and as a child, but hadn’t 
paid much attention, but as he got older, he 
would look in their woods for whatever the topic 
was about.  He would attend tree farm tours 
seeing what others were doing in their woods. 
He attended OFA forestry camp one year and 

knew that was what he wanted to pursue as a 
career.  How much better can it get when your 
“office” is the forest?  Your end result leaves a 
lasting impact.  The benefits of your work are 
endless.  He also gets to meet great and 
interesting people in the industry.    Colton is a 
walking -talking billboard for WVU! He is 
excited about the courses of study and putting 
that knowledge to use in the WVU forests and in 
his other forestry work opportunities.  All this, 
and he is just a junior in college!  Thank you, 
Colton, for joining the ranks of ECOFA’s elite 
speakers.  We are proud to have you! 
(Congratulations, Chuck and Heather….you 
allowed to be proud!) 
Belmont, Guernsey, Harrison, and 
Jefferson, Counties 
    Jeremy Scherf 
   2050 East Wheeling Ave. 
   Cambridge, OH 43725-2159 
   Phone 740-439-9079 
   Toll free 1-866-274-0102 
   Fax 740-432-7711 
   Office day is Wednesday 
Erie, Lorain, Huron, Medina, Ashland, 
Richland, Wayne, and Holmes counties  
John Jolliff  
    950 ODNR Mohican Rd. 60 
    Perrysville, OH  44864 
        Phone   419-938-6222 
Carroll, Columbiana, Mahoning, Stark 
and Tuscarawas Counties  
    Ryan Clester 
    3601 New Garden Road 
    Salem, OH  44460-9571 
    330-222-1486 
    Office day is Wednesday 
Coshocton, Muskingum, Noble and 
Monroe Counties 
    Adam Komar 
    6665 Cutler Lake Rd. 
    Blue Rock, OH 43720-9740 
    740-961-0194 
    office day Wednesday  
Knox, Morrow, Licking, & Perry Counties 
    Andy Sabula  
     8995 E. Main St 
   - Plant Industry Building 
     Reynoldsburg, OH 43068 
     614-425-7767 
Guernsey County Soil and Water 
  Levi Arnold Monday-Friday 8:00 to 4:30 
 740-489-5276 or larnold@guernseycounty.org 
Harrison County Soil and Water 
  Billy Wilson 740-942-8837 or 
bwilson@harrisoncountyohio.org 



Upcoming Events 

The 2018 Ohio Maple Days pre registration 
was Jan 12th but you can pay at the door for 
these  classes. 

  Jan. 21, Morrow County, 8 am to 4:30 pm at 
Lutheran Memorial Camp, 2790 SR 61, 
Fulton 

 Jan. 22, Wayne County, 8 am to 4:30 pm at 
Mennonite Christian Assembly Church, 
10664 Fredericksburg 

 Jan. 23, Geauga County, 8 am to 4:30 pm at 
Joe J.S. Miller’s Window Shop, 15020 Shedd 
Road, Burton 

ECOFA annual banquet 
April 4th at St. Johns church in Dover. 

Please start making plans to attend this great 
fundraiser and night of fellowship. Doors will 
open at 5:30.PM  Deadline for reservations will 

be end of day, Wed., March 21.  Quimby is 
planning on a short YouTube video to be shown 
while the church committee cleans up the tables 

after the meal, before the auction begins.   

Soren Eriksson 1938-2017 

Most of us have heard his name mentioned by 
members and or service foresters.  He is widely 
known for developing the training guides used 
for chain saw safety and directional felling 
classes throughout the world.  He began his 
career as a logger in Sweden who became 
involved in teaching the open faced hinge cut 
that is taught in the US today.  He was sponsored 
by different organizations and companies to 
teach chain saw safety courses along with his 
felling techniques here in the US as early as the 
1960’s.  He with the help of some forestry 
leaders developed the Game of Logging in the 
1990’s.   

Quoting the website;  “The Game of Logging 
(GOL) is widely acknowledged as the premier 
chainsaw safety and productivity training 
program in the country, offering hands on 
chainsaw safety training in a competitive 
environment.  Top instructors across the country 
combine demonstration with participation to 
teach chainsaw safety, productivity, conservation 
and cutting techniques. 

There are currently seven training organizations 
that cover 30 states.  Regional competitions are 
held annually by each training organization 
followed by a national competition for 
professional loggers as well as landowner 
participants.  

At this time GOL offers four levels of chainsaw 
safety training, as well as skidder, forwarder, 
clearing saw, gentle logging and storm damage 
training.  The training is offered to professional 
loggers, foresters, college students, forest 
landowners, casual users, city-parks and utility 
workers, firemen, and anyone interested in 
learning any of the chainsaw safety techniques.” 

 

Membership dues for 2018 are being accepted 
now.  It is time to renew your membership.  
Dues are $20 per family.   Your dues might be 
up to date already but some of your info might 
be out of date so please use this form so that we 
can assure our database is correct.  So please fill 
out the form and send it in. 

 

Name:_________________________ 

Address:_______________________ 

City_______________State___Zip_____ 

Email____________________________ 

Phone________________________ 

Tree farm location__________________ 

Newsletter via email _____ or USPS___ 

Check one of the above. 

Make Check to ECOFA and mail to PO 
Box 486, Carrollton, OH   44615 

2018 ECOFA calendars will be available for free 
pick-up at the Jan. & Feb. meetings or can be 

mailed upon receipt of $5. 



 

ECOFA 
PO Box 486 
Carrollton, OH  44615 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our new meeting location is the Dover Public Library in the meeting room.   The address 
for the Dover Library is 525 North Walnut St.  Dover, Ohio 
 
Note….if inclement weather should cancel a meeting through the winter…we will post a notice on 
WTUZ and our Facebook page 
February 7th………Barry Brown will talk about oil and gas issues for forest landowners. 
March 7th…………Jeremy Scherf will talk about Forestry Camp  
The ECOFA Annual Meeting, Banquet and Auction is set for April 4th.   
NOTE:  The July meeting will be JULY 11TH , NOT July 4th.   

The Dover Public Library can be easily found by getting off I-77 at the Dover exit No. 83 (Rts 39 and 211).  
Take rt. 211 east (at the cemetery Rt. 211 turns to the right) to West 5th ST. and Turn left on West 5th. To 
Walnut St and turn left again to the Library on your right.  There should be street parking there and a gravel 
lot around the corner on west 6th .st. 


